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Befriending a Forsaken Nation: Life and Ministry in Iraqi-Kurdistan
Anonymous Reflection
In 2004,1 quit my job as a financial ad­
visor and moved to northern Iraq, which 
the Kurdish population calls Kurdistan. 
For some time I had been interested in 
church planting ministry in the Middle 
East. In high school I knew a Christian 
missions lady from my church who had 
spent time in Iraqi-Kurdistan and helped 
organize a sponsor program for orphans 
there. I believe God began stirring my 
heart with a desire to serve among the 
Kurdish people through this connection. 
In the modern era, most mission-minded 
workers in the Middle East learn Arabic, 
Turkish, Farsi or other Christian minor­
ity languages. However, since Kurdistan 
is the most free and stable part of Iraq, 
many more Evangelicals have begun to 
work in the region. The Kurdistan Re­
gional Government welcomes foreigners 
who can provide some sort of legitimate 
service or education for the people.
Historically, the Kurdish people 
have been the largest people-group in 
the Middle East without a nation to call 
their own. Their population spreads over 
four countries: Turkey, Syria, Iraq and 
Iran. Estimates place their numbers to be 
greater than 30 million worldwide. The 
winds of change seem to be blowing in 
the Middle East in favor of the Kurds. 
The signing of the Iraqi constitution in 
2005 was the first time in history that a 
modern nation formally recognized itself 
as having a Kurdish identity. In theory 
the constitution establishes equal rights 
between the Kurds and the Arab major­
ity making up the rest of the country.
Although Turkey has the largest pop­
ulation of Kurds, its political environ­
ment makes it difficult for foreigners to 
learn Kurdish. The language was official­
ly banned from being spoken in public 
until the early 1990s. While in Iraq, I
met the husband of Leila Zana, who was 
the first Kurdish woman elected to par­
liament in Ankara. She was promptly ar­
rested for saying her oath in the Turkish 
parliament in Kurdish, but has since been 
released. Her husband also spent many 
hard years in Turkish prison. In contrast, 
Iraqi-Kurdistan has in recent years ex­
perienced some degree of political free­
dom. Since 1991, the Kurds
have been, & for the most 
part, self-gov- erning in
northern Iraq, a n d






I found myself 
more willing to 
learn a language 
that was illegal to 
speak in public in 
certain countries.
Iraqi-Kurds, hav­
ing been brutally op­
pressed by Saddam’s 
regime, welcomed the 
American invasion of 
2003. The building where 
I taught English at a lo­
cal university was once a 
Bathist headquarters, where 
people were reportedly tor­
tured in the basement. Most 
Kurds I spoke with at the 
time did not voice as much 
concern about the violent situ­
ation in the southern parts of 
Iraq as they did about their own 
economic or political challenges 
within their own Kurdish region. 
Generally, people seemed happy
not living under the threat of Saddam. 
Many also expressed themselves as be­
ing pro-American. On one of my trips, I 
asked my Kurdish friends what gifts from 
America I could bring them. They asked 
for T-shirts bearing American flags.
Following Professor Brewsters lan­
guage learning as ministry and bonding 
models, I geared my lifestyle around lan­
guage acquisition. As my communica­
tion skills grew, I was overwhelmed by 
the amount of relationships that devel­
oped over the span of a couple years. I 
kept a note pad most of the time, so I 
could write down the names of the new 
friends I made, which was just about ev­
eryone.
I also decided early on, that I 
would share my faith in ‘Isa ye 
Messih, Jesus the Messiah, as 
far as my language skills 
would take me. Over 
time, this allowed
for my relationships and communica­
tion skills to deepen in such a way that 
people became interested, on their 
own, in what I had to share about my
Continued on page 10
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Iraq seems like a lost cause. It is easy for me to write 
it off, assured that there is nothing to be done. I figure, 
what can I do, anyway? It seems hard enough to relate to 
Muslims that live here, much less worlds away from me. 
Furthermore, my feelings are usually not those of love, 
but closer to indifference and apathy. Thank God for 
people who refuse to think this way. It seems like the 
only appropriate action for Christians is to love our 
Muslim friends. We must strive to be Christ to the 
world, even when it seems like a lost cause. This is 
what the Iraqi-Kurdistan article is addressing, a need 
to love all people.
This type of love becomes more relevant as we take 
a cue from Stacy Schwenker and reflect on the sculp­
ture of Jesus. The station of the cross evokes a wide va­
riety of response. Some avoid looking at it, ignoring it as 
they make their way around campus. Others are drawn 
emotively to it, crying or simply staring. Still others seem
to enjoy the sculpture for aesthetic reasons. I am 
usually completely surprised by it. I often read 
while walking, and have more than once almost 
run into one of the soldiers. I am used to Jesus 
being in his place, by the prayer chapel. Even 
when I am not reading, it is shocking to see 
him suffering in the midst of my daily routine. 
He’s not supposed to be there. I’m cool with 
Jesus when I am ready for him, but he has this 
tendency to appear in the middle of every­
thing, when I am absorbed in my own stuff.
But despite this, the statue often prompts me 
to drop it all and pray. 0
“Being noticed can be a burden. Jesus got 
himself crucified because he got himself noticed. So I  
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Letter to the Editor
The SEMI issue on 
baptism (or, mostly, on re­
baptism) recalls the three 
basic approaches to the 
question of the primary 
actor in a sacrament: is it 
the person to whom the 
sacrament happens, the 
priest who performs it, 
or God? Churches who 
subscribe to the first view 
usually understand Com­
munion to be a memorial 
meal in remembrance of Christ’s death 
for the penitent pew-sitter, and baptism 
is a public confession of faith and to be 
performed whenever a person is ready 
to make that commitment (nearly al­
ways past puberty, and more than once 
if backsliding occurs). The middle ques­
tion of the priest’s accountability for the 
efficacy of the sacrament has been a point 
of contention in the Church since Au­
gustine’s time, and presently affects our 
denominational wars over the ordination 
of GLBT persons and women. The final 
viewpoint, that God is the prime actor in 
sacramental action, is held by churches
that do baptize infants (it 
doesn’t matter if the person 
even knows what is going 
on, since the person is re­
ceiving, not performing, 
the sacrament), and these 
same churches believe that 
in the Lord’s Supper or Eu­
charist a mysterious change 
happens to either elements 
or the believers or both, 
somehow forming them 
into the Body of Christ.
I believe it is important to have these 
options laid out clearly so that each of 
us can decide where we stand on sacra­
mental theology, and move forward with 
fitting behavior based upon theologi­
cal consideration (and not just how we 
“feel”). Thus I offer this extreme nutshell 
on the basics of sacramental understand­
ing, in the hopes of spurring my Fuller 
colleagues to deeper thought about how 
to make their lex orandi match up with 
their lex credend.
Continued on page 5
Page 2 • Fall 6 • the SEMI
Dressing Up The Gospel: The Farce of Relevance
Opinion by Justin Ashworth
Does the Western church need to try 
to be relevant? No. The church— the 
community God has called to be His 
people— does not need to try to be rel­
evant. It does not need to worry about, 
and labor towards, using language and 
performing activities that non-Christians 
can understand. Relevance is a farce. But 
this is not a fundamentalist, sectarian 
call to flee the world. Nor am I saying 
that “contextualization” is unimport­
ant to missionaries and others who take 
the gospel to foreign lands. Rather, the 
logic of cultural postmodernism— and of 
Christian confession—binds me to this 
(heretical?) position.
Not many will doubt that the good 
news the church proclaims in America is 
a distincdy American version. Even those 
who reject the dominant ideology of pax 
Americana will admit that the categories 
with which they argue their points—and 
the points for which they argue—are, for 
the most part, irrelevant to Christians 
in, say, the barrios of Venezuela. Which 
is not to say that American churches 
of this (what I would call) more faith­
ful ilk are doing anything wrong; rather, 
Americanism is a part of all of us. Yes, 
we are Christians and we are the church. 
But we, in particular, are Christians and 
a church in North America, with Ameri­
can categories, feelings, activities, ten­
dencies, thought and speech forms, etc.
The foil import of this brand of post­
modern thought that Craig Van Gelder, 
e.g., reviews in his essay Mission in the 
Emerging Postmodern Condition seems to 
evade the grasp of those who exhort the
church to relevance, since socio-cultural 
determination of identity is not some­
thing any person can escape. This exhor­
tation to relevance, rather, betrays a deep 
inconsistency: Why should the church 
try to preach the gospel in relevant terms 
if the church, always already in the world, 
is determined, in large part if not in 
whole, by that world? Does anybody es­
cape socio-cultural determination? Does 
this exhortation to contextualize the gos­
pel mask anything but an apologetic at­
tempt to dress up the good news in a way 
that appeals to its cultured despisers? For 
those who think this apologetic task im­
portant, then of course, American con­
textualization is important. But the task 
of appealing explicitly to certain cultural 
language and norms is not something 
the church must try to do, since this is 
already deeply embedded within its exis­
tence as the American church.
One could cite the early 20th century 
fundamentalists as an example of such a 
group that supposedly did not take cul­
ture seriously. Some say they were sectar­
ian in orientation, but the Christianity of 
the Scopes Trial, particularly of William 
Jennings Bryan, was not in any sense un­
determined by Bryan’s socio-cultural mi­
lieu. In both the questions he attempted 
to answer and the reasoning he gave, 
Bryan was clearly a modern fundamen­
talist, worlds apart from Augustine’s late- 
ancient Christian confession or Aquinas’s 
high medieval scholasticism. This is not 
the place to argue in detail about any of 
these important time periods. Suffice 
it to say that whether one is convinced 
wholesale by the argu­
ments of more “postlib­




ally situated movements. 
They did not arise in a 
vacuum.
One could easily 
show that the “worship 
wars,” the debates be­
tween Christians of op­
posing political persua­
sions, and the ordination 
of women are all issues
Interested in one-on-one 
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similarly determined by culture. Many 
will also affirm that “Christian pop-cul­
ture” is not after all very different from 
secular pop-culture. (Perhaps the most 
important difference is that it’s far less 
interesting: I listen to Hail to the Thief 
more than Good Monsters.)
So if the church doesn’t need to try to 
be relevant, what does it need to do? A 
couple of things: first, the church needs 
to take the logic of cultural postmodern­
ism— and H ail to the Thief.—more seri­
ously, in order to understand the culture 
surrounding it, to account for its lack of 
faithfulness in marginalizing the commu­
nal and public aspects inherent in Chris­
tian commitment. Second, the church 
needs to learn how accommodated it is 
to a society that cannot but be, at least 
in large part, antagonistic to the gospel, 
since the gospel proclaims the good news 
that God has acted to subvert and over­
come the human culture that put his Son 
on a cross. Any “following of Jesus” that 
is as natural as breathing is not truly fol­
lowing Jesus. But the church also needs 
to re-read its Scripture, re-learn its creeds, 
re-enact its liturgy—in short, do the kind 
of lived theology and that, in coopera­
tion with the Spirit, transforms a bunch 
of pagan individuals into the Body of the 
Crucified and Risen Christ. The church 
needs richer, more theologically driven 
practices that will educate and trans­
form its will. W ith many, I submit that 
the church’s liturgy is the ecclesial prac­
tice (MacIntyre) par excellence—that this 
complex, communal activity enacts and 
aims at achieving the goal of complete 
human response to the good news that in 
Christ God rules the world. The church 
needs to learn what this means, theoreti­
cally and concretely—not to seek to be 
relevant. O r rather, as the Body of the 
Crucified, maybe it needs simply to learn 
what is truly relevant. 0
Justin Ashworth, half-way through his 
MDiv, attempts to obliterate his eardrums 
by blasting Radio­
head (and other noisy 
delicacies)—when he’s 
N O T  at work serving 
Fuller’s Irvine Campus 
students, o f course.
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Jesus Is My Great Deliverer
Prose by Stacy Schwenker
As the fiery orb sinks into the horizon 
light and darkness mingle together in a 
dance that distorts the vision our eyes ab­
sorb. Walking outside on campus amidst 
a warm summer night I suddenly see two 
men, each with a hand held high, ready 
to slam down a hammer. There is a fig­
ure beneath them who appears to be held 
down, unable to move.
My heart begins to rush as I dart for­
ward. W hat is happening? Something 
is dreadfully wrong. I run over to stop 
them, but as I get closer the hammers 
have not gotten any closer to their target. 
I realize that in the shadows of dusk I 
have come upon the statue of Jesus being 
nailed to the cross at a critical conjunc­
tion of student traffic on campus.
No one is actually moving, but as my 
eyes survey the glimmering bronze my 
peripheral vision thinks it sees move­
ment and I am in a constant state of pan­
ic. After a few moments of this terror I 
finally pause and make the reality of the 
stillness sink into my brain. I am startled 
by the passion the scene stirs up in me 
when I have a faint thought that this is 
a live scene.
However, I’ve not actually really 
looked at it before. During the day, 
people can see you— see you looking at 
it and pondering, touching, praying. It’s
embarrassing. My Lord is embarrassing.
Yet here in the darkness where I can 
remain anonymous I find myself com­
pelled to stand and think and pray; to 
face the reality of his crucifixion and its 
center on our campus.
I place my hand on Jesus’ leg. The 
metal is surprisingly warm and lends it­
self to my shifted concept of reality. It 
is warmth like that of human skin, yet 
not as soft. I touch His ribs and feel the 
grooves ripple under my fingers. He has 
just gasped for a breath. Veins running 
along his arms lead to his trapped hands. 
I look at the raised hammers and want to 
throw up my arm, yet this is not really 
happening. It is done. It is all done.
I see the pain in His eyes. Pain not 
simply because of the brutality being in­
flicted upon Him, but pain because of 
what we are doing—we his loved ones, 
his most prized creations.
I know that I am one of them too. I 
nailed my Savior to the cross.
We crucified our Lord and He still ac­
cepts us.
Precious Jesus, you are as real as the 
statue before my eyes.
Even so I wish you were here in the 
flesh. I want to take hold of your body 
and lay next to you. I want to nestle my 
head on your shoulder and feel the God 
of the Universe wrap his arms around 
me.
It dawns on me that the moment this 
statue captures, Christ being nailed to 
the cross, might not be the best time for 
me to want, to need, to be held by him. 
He is a bit occupied. Not only can he 
physically not move, but he is also in the 
midst of changing the course of human 
history and reconciling ourselves to our 
Father with the most ultimate and real­
ity-altering action.
And yet, this strange conflict is also 
exacdy what Christ can do, and what 
only Christ can do. He is the only one 
who can ransom me from the death that 
I so easily run after and he is the only 
one who can fulfill my deepest longing 
for warm, accepting embrace. He deliv­
ers me from loneliness and death. Jesus 
is my Great Deliverer.
I don’t want to be out here alone with 
a statue. I want to be home with my Sav­
ior. I want to be embraced and touched 
and feel your lungs move up and down. 
Oh how I long for your touch, for your 
physical presence.
But I am thankful for the glimpses of 
this that we have on earth: the music, the 
art, the people. And I am thankful for 
the cross because I know—I believe— 
that glimpses are but glimpses and not 
the ultimate reality. I am thankful be­
cause now there is a way to get to you. 
Because of what we did and then what 
you did we can see each other face to face 
one day. And I thank you for both reali­
ties: the still statue o f your body and the 
living, breathing body that is in heaven.
Being here at this statue—this is one 
of those moments when I am in love 
with Jesus. 0
Stacey is a second-year M D iv student who 
rides bikes, writes 
novels, and eats cook­
ies. Lots o f cookies.
Coooookies!
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Letter Continued from page 2
ADVERTISEMENT
I have friends at church who were baptized as infants, and 
then later returned to the Church after lapsing. They have re­
ported to me joyfully that they attribute their rediscovery of 
Christ to the Holy Spirit s unending work in their lives ever since 
their baptism as babies. They believe that the Spirit was with
them all along
ANNOUNCEMENTS and indeed was
the impetus for 
their return to 
the Church.
That is yet an­
other way to un­
derstand ones 
infant baptism— 
as an effective 
and lifelong
c o m m i t m e n t  
by God to the 
person.
Stasi McAteer 
is a fourth-year 
M D iv Wor­
ship, Theology 
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The Darjeeling Limited is Wes Ander­
son’s fifth feature-length film, and fulfills 
all of his typical onscreen requirements. 
While he may be best known for his sty­
listic approach to filmmaking: the bright 
vibrant colors; the too-small suites and 
jumpsuits for everyday attire; classic rock 
behind a scene in slow motion; long 
one-camera-angle shots; his constant use 
of the same actors and actresses, he is no 
less than one o f our generations best sto­
rytellers. If  you’ve come to love Ander­
son’s eccentric narratives then Darjeeling 
will not disappoint you.
Darjeeling is about three brothers 
who all share in the problems of broken 
relationships, self-centeredness and the 
after-effects of their father’s recent death. 
Francis, played by Owen Wilson, sum­
mons his other two brothers, Jack (Jason 
Schwartzman) and Peter (Adrian Bro­
dy), to join him on a spiritual journey 
through India on The Darjeeling Lim­
ited, a ragged electric-blue train carrying 
everything from farm animals, to natives 
and wealthy Americans. The journey is 
partially to confront issues of trust in 
their own relationships with each other, 
but is also meant to deal with the death 
of their father, and find their runaway 
mother. While on this journey they trav­
el to different parts of India, experiment 
with Eastern religion, and encounter 
some major events that help to reshape 
the way they understand each other and 
themselves.
One thing that makes Wes Anderson 
so important as a filmmaker is he con­
tinues to revisit similar topics again and 
again. Each film is vastly different, yet 
paradoxically remains the same. It is as 
if Anderson has taken some of the deep­
est issues that haunt humankind, dressed 
them up in colorful jumpsuits, and gives 
us small glances at these tragic-comedies 
from a variety of privileged viewpoints. 
Because of this his stories refuse our re- 
ductionistic desires to pin one moral to 
the story. Just as in Darjeeling, people 
only grow while confronting these painful 
realities head on, and often it’s not pret­
ty. This is symbolized most grotesquely 
in the post-motorcycle crash bandages 
wrapped around Owen Wilson’s head. In 
fact, his issue is so traumatic, so real, that
Owen Wilson embodies the very 
act of Francis’ attempted suicide in 
his actual life (Wilson attempted 
suicide in August). Here narra­
tive and reality collide. This is one 
reason why we should refrain from 
trying to rate Anderson’s movies as 
one being better than another. It is 
essentially the same traumatic sto­
ry told from different perspectives 
and in different contexts, only un­
derstood when viewed together as a 
kind of ongoing metanarrative that 
confronts the dirty underbelly of 
the real world. Think about the themes 
covered in each of Anderson’s films from 
Rushmore to The Royal Tennenbaums and 
The Life Aquatic : death, attempted sui­
cides, bad family relationships (usually 
involving the father), the abuse of exter­
nal things (sometimes drugs, sometimes 
power and influence) to cope with reality, 
unhealthy sexual relationships, identity 
crisis in all its forms, the struggle to be 
accepted and loved, and the importance 
community plays both in these crises and 
their resolution.
One key in understanding Anderson’s 
storytelling is that he sees crisis, and often 
the crisis of death, as the turning point 
within the story. There are two events in 
the movie that act as turning points in 
Darjeeling. The first is when Peter fails 
to save the life of a drowning Indian boy. 
Because of this the brothers are thrust 
into the lives of the boys’ family and 
community amidst this tragic episode. 
The second is when they finally meet 
up with their runaway mother, turned 
catholic nun, played by another Ander­
son favorite: Angelica Houston. Patricia 
has used the nunnery as an escape from 
her sons and dead husband, but it is only 
after their arrival that the brothers finally 
learn these truths. The next morning, 
Patricia’s fled again with no trace, leaving 
Francis, Peter and Jack back where they 
started. After both these points we see 
major changes in the brothers and how 
they relate to their own tragic realities.
We can also look at Darjeeling as a 
movie that acknowledges the struggle of 
family as community. The entire movie 
consists of the brothers wrestling with 
whether they can ultimately trust one
Film
another or not. Francis, the eldest, 
constantly represents the personal­
ity most ruled by dogma. At ev­
ery turn he tries to make Peter and 
Jack agree upon new laws to govern 
their relationships, “I want us to be 
completely open and say yes to ev­
erything...” Later we learn where 
he got this from: their mother who 
not only tries to create rules for her 
sons upon their arrival, but is also 
outwardly “dogmatic” in her com­
mitment as a nun.
This difference between Francis 
and Patricia is key to understanding part 
of Anderson’s ethos. Francis is physi­
cally a complete wreck, having recently 
attempted suicide by crashing his motor­
cycle into the side of an embankment. 
Yet inwardly he’s on this spiritual jour­
ney looking for something, confronting 
head on his dysfunctions and the painful 
truths in his past. Initially it is difficult 
to envision him as a hero of the film but 
when you juxtapose Francis with his 
mother things come into clearer focus. 
Patricia, the nun on the run, is literally 
clothed in spirituality. She knows the 
proper gestures, prayers and the words to 
the hymns, as opposed to her sons who 
look ridiculous when they try and pray. 
But Patricia’s character is the main reason 
why her sons are in India (though Jack 
and Peter weren’t initially aware of this), 
they are trying track to their missing 
mother down! Not only did she not at­
tend her husband’s funeral, but she hasn’t 
spoken to her sons in over a year.
On the one hand, Patricia, while out­
wardly ruled by dogma, in the face of 
confronting her dysfunctional past runs 
the other direction. Francis, on the other 
hand, while literally clothed with anti­
spirituality and dysfunction (he wears 
bandages on his head the whole film) or­
ders his life through these “dogmas” like 
his mother, he also finds what he is look­
ing for through the constant confronting 
of these tragic issues. The movie is about 
how the brothers continue, in the face 
of adversity, to stick together. In other 
words, in Darjeeling, as well as for all 
of Anderson s other films, history never 
comes out all right but the characters car­
ry on anyway. There is never any real res­
olution, the resolution is in confronting 
our pain and fears and pressing through 
it. The refusal to put all the pieces back 
together, or to paint a rosy ending makes 
Anderson’s storytelling appealing. When 
the brothers at the end of the film give 
their passports back to Francis as a way 
o f symbolizing their newfound trust in 
one another, it ought to be understood as 
trust in spite of their issues not because 
they’ve been resolved. Anderson’s end­
ings must always be viewed in spite of 
some other much larger crisis still loom­
ing. And ultimately, for me, this embod­
ies well the tragic-comedy of everyday 
life. 0
C. Wess Daniels is a PhD student studying 
Quakerism, missions 
and post-modernity.




“He is able to help 
those who are being tested..." 1 
Hebrews 2:18 Jp
Lloyd Ogilvie
, Former Chaplain of the US Senate
Wednesday, 10:00 a .m .
Travis Auditorium «
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Little Ethiopia's Messob Restaurant: An Extra Serving of Fun
Restaurant Review by Laura Rector
I love to travel, and when 
I’m not traveling, I love to 
dream about traveling. Unfor­
tunately, PhD work at Fuller 
doesn’t exactly allow me a huge 
budget to fly all over the world.
My most frequent “travel” spot 
during the past two years has 
been Little Ethiopia on Fairfax 
in Culver City.
This small section of town 
is crammed with Ethiopian res­
taurants. A few offer only vegan 
food and all have some vegetar­
ian dishes. Amidst the restau­
rants, the street is sprinkled 
with some bakeries, clothing 
stores, and tiny groceries. The street itself 
can be pretty dirty and pedestrians might 
have to pass through tables of smokers, 
but the businesses seem fairly clean in­
side.
Each restaurant has its own advan­
tages. Merkato’s for example has beautiful 
Ethiopian umbrellas and chairs shaped 
like saddles. Rosalind’s is fairly famous 
and recommended by some of the shop 
owners in the neighborhood.
Messob (literally “basket”) is the res­
taurant I’ve frequented the most. They 
have both standard tables and tables 
made from traditional Ethiopian baskets. 
One seating section looks like a hut, and 
makes a fun spot to sit with friends or 
out-of-town guests.
The atmosphere is congenial for con­
versation. Soft music plays in the back­
ground, but it is subtle enough that you 
can still hear the person across from you. 
The lighting is dim, mainly because each 
light is covered with Ethiopian artwork. 
The walls, like many places in LA, have 
photos of famous people, a few from 
the States and many from Ethiopia, of 
course.
Service can sometimes be slow by 
typical American standards, but fits the 
atmosphere, allows for conversation, and 
the food arrives steaming hot and worth 
the wait.
For an appetizer, you can try the sam- 
busa for $2.50. This is a pastry filled with 
lentils, spices, and onions. (Some other 
restaurants use meat as the filling).
For the main dish, I recommend the
combination platter, which allows you to 
experience a number of different Ethio­
pian foods. Recently, I ordered a platter 
with sections of siga wot (spicy beef), ye- 
begsiga alitcha (spicy lamb stew), yemiser 
wot (the best lentils I’ve had in my life!), 
and spicy collard greens (delicious). It 
also came with tomato fit-fit (torn bread 
soaked in spices) and a small section of 
salad.
Usually, that is enough for at least two 
people for roughly $9 per person before 
taxes and drinks are added to the bill. 
Often, friends and I order several combi­
nation platters so we can try six to seven 
different things. The bill usually comes 
to $10-$ 12 per person. Meals are served 
family-style with everyone eating from 
the same plate. The foods are sectioned 
on a round tray covered with sour, spongy 
Ethiopian bread called injera. Baskets of 
injera are also served on the side.
The first thing you want to do after 
being seated is to wash your hands— be­
cause you won’t be eating with a fork. 
You’ll be eating with your hands and 
with the injera. You will tear off mouth­
sized pieces of injera and scoop up the 
delicious meats and vegetables with that.
While there, try the Ethiopian custom 
of gusha. Fill some injera and feed it to 
your friend. Then allow the friend to re­
turn the favor. Watch out if your friend is 
a jokester. She might get the food almost 
to your mouth and then turn around 
and put it in her own! This is a way of 
showing hospitality, love, and affection 
in Ethiopian culture to your family and 
close friends.
Soft drinks are a bit high at $2 for a 
canned drink, but that’s my only com­
plaint. Those who consume alcohol 
might try an Ethiopian honey beer. If 
you want an authentic Ethiopian experi­
ence, order the famous Ethiopian coffee 
served in a clay pot for your group.
If you go on a weekday, try parking in 
the neighborhoods on either side of Fair­
fax. If you go on the weekend, Messob 
offers free valet parking. Wander down 
the street for a little bit, either before or 
after dinner, and peek in some shops and 
see the beautiful traditional Ethiopian 
scarves and dresses. Stop in one of the 
tiny groceries and pick out some injera 
or spices to take home. 0
Messob, located at 1041 S Fairfax Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA 90019, can be reached 
by taking the 10W  and getting o ff at the 
Washington Blvd/FairfaxAve exit and then 
following the Fairfax signs.
Open from  11 A.M. —11 P.M. daily, the 
restaurant accepts all major credit cards. A 
10% discount coupon is available on their 
website at www.messob.com. Call 323- 
938.8827 to make a reservation for parties 
o f five or more.
Laura Rector is starting her third year in 
the PhD program in Christian Ethics. She’s 
a member o f  the Evan­
gelical Press Associa­
tion, but hasn’t  chased 
down any celebrities 
this week, not even 
Glen Stassen or Rich­
ard Mouw!
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ADVERTISEMENTPacific Asia Museum: Japanese Religion
Article courtesy o f Jennifer Caballero
Historically, two major religions 
—Shinto and Buddhism—have existed 
harmoniously in Japan, playing comple­
mentary roles in its culture and giving 
rise to a rich variety of art forms. The Pa­
cific Asia Museum recendy opened the 
exhibition The Religious Arts o f Japan, 
providing an introduction to these reli­
gions through sculpture, painting and 
some of the finest art works in the muse­
um’s collection, many of which are being 
exhibited for the first time.
For centuries, the Japanese have 
practiced rituals to honor and please 
the kami, the higher beings believed to 
inhabit the natural world and influence 
the weather, harvest and our general well 
being. This religion, later named Shinto, 
originally had no imagery or art, but, 
under the influence of Buddhism, sculp­
tures and paintings of kami were created, 
and Shinto shrines became more elabo­
rate. Among the most intriguing Shinto 
art objects are the votive plaques known 
as ema, inscribed with prayers and then 
hung at shrines for the kami to read. 
When Buddhism arrived in Japan in the 
6th century AD, it was already 1,000 
years old and possessed a complex ico­
nography and wide array of art forms. 
Soon, Japanese artists were sculpting el-
egant bronze and wooded Buddhist dei­
ties, printing Buddhist texts and images 
with woodblocks, and painting Buddhist 
scenes on silk as hangings to aid in wor­
ship in temples and homes.
The Religious Arts of Japan was guest- 
curated by Meher McArthur and will re­
main on view through January 2008.
The Gallery of Japanese Art in the 
Pacific Asia Museum features paintings, 
prints, textiles, ceramics, lacquer wares, 
and netsuke from the museums renowned 
collection that rotate periodically in the­
matic displays. Highlights of the 498 sq. 
ft. gallery include a traditional tatami mat 
area with an alcove (tokonoma) used for 
displays of paintings, calligraphy scrolls 
and floral arrangements as they would be 
shown in a traditional Japanese home, 
temple, or tea room. Another key feature 
is the rare 15th century Buddhist temple 
ceiling donated to Pacific Asia Museum 
especially for this gallery.
The Religious Arts of Japan is made 
possible in part by a grant from the Paul 
I. and Hisako Terasald Center for Japa­
nese Studies at UCLA. Programming 
in the Gallery of Japanese Art is made 
possible through the ongoing support of 
Toshie and Frank Mosher, Nichi Bei Fu- 





7 P.M., N O VEM BER 15, 2007 
AZUSA PACIFIC  UN IVERSITY
Over the past century, Christians in all theological traditions 
have had a tumultuous relationship with science. From 
courtroom battles to public debates, science and religion are 
often seen as  enemies. But is that the whole story?
On November 1 5, five leading voices will move beyond merely 
defending the faith to engage in a constructive dialogue with 
science.
Topics and speakers include:
The Pacific Asia Museum 
is located at 46  N. Los Robles 
Ave, A  block south o f Fuller. 
For further information visit: 
www.pacificasiamuseum. org.
Science and Religion Take Practice: Engaging Science as Culture 
Ja m e s  K.A. Sm ith, Calvin College
Saints, S inners, and  S cien tists: W hy We A ll N eed the Virtues 
Craig  A. Boyd, A zu sa Pacific University
Evangelical Theology and S cience: W hat D ifference does 
Being P entecosta l o r C harism atic M ake?
Am os Yong, Regent University
A  R elational View  o f D ivine A ction  fo r Science and Theology 
Thom as Ja y  Oord, Northwest Nazarene University
The D e ligh tfu l Terror o f In te rd iscip linary D ialogue 
F. LeRon Shults, Agder University
Don't miss this unforgettable evening of dialogue on one of 
the most important issues facing the Church today.
For more information, can (626) 387-5771 or 
email cboyd@apu.edu.
AZUSA PACIFICU N I V E R S I T Y
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Iraqi-Kurdistan Continuedfr<om page 1
hope for eternal salvation.
In some cases, my Muslim 
friends were as eager to 
share their faith with me as 
I was with them. Gradually 
I discovered some of these 
friends had an ulterior mo­
tive for wanting to discuss 
religion; they hoped not to 
just gain a convert, but per­
haps also a brother-in-law.
An American brother-in- 
law who knows Kurdish, I 
imagine might be a great 
resource for the whole ex­
tended family. Most of my 
Kurdish friends did not tell 
me about this directly of 
course, but I was nonethe­
less very flattered when I 
became aware of it.
In recent years, there has been an in­
flux of Kurds becoming Christians. The 
most prominent Kurdish church has 
around 100 families in its fellowship 
(that’s a lot of people when you consider 
Kurdish families sometimes have more 
than ten kids). Christians from different 
hemispheres and continents had a con­
sistent witness throughout tumultuous 
years in the nineties. Their presence was 
instrumental in developing some leader­
ship among the Muslim background be­
lievers (MBBs). In the city where I served,
ANNOUNCEMENT
FU LLER  
F O L L IE S
FULLER’S ANNUAL COMEDY NIGHT!
All students, staff, and faculty should 
submit their funny sketch, skit, monologue, 
video, or bit to Rob Wheeler in the ASC 
office by November 7th at 5:00 p .m.
Fuller Follies 2007 is on: 
November 9th 
7:00 -  9:00 p .m.
Travis Auditorium
Please sign up with
Rob Wheeler (Campus Life Coordinator) 
at the Fuller ASC Office or by e-mail at: 
rob_wheeler@cp. fuller.edu.
HaB_
the evangelical fellowship that seemed 
to have experienced the most growth 
was made up of mosdy believers from 
Christian-Assyriac background. There 
were Kurdish families that also had some 
strong testimonies. One Kurdish believer 
was disowned by his parents for his bold 
faith in Christ. This not only meant he 
and his wife and children would lose their 
inheritance, but also they would also lose 
the extended family’s protection.
Discipleship is a life long and poten­
tially hazardous process in the Middle 
East. The Kurdistan Regional Govern­
ment for the time being may be officially 
tolerant towards the MBB fellowships, 
but it does not mean the way of Christ is 
easy. Socially, the Kurdish MBBs face great 
risks of being rejected, if not persecuted 
by both immediate and extended family, 
friends, neighbors, landlords, employers, 
local police and political party members. 
The believing community cannot resolve 
all these social problems for their Mus­
lim believing brethren. Their purpose, I 
believe, must be to humbly rely on God’s 
grace for modeling a faithful call to fol­
low Christ, as a testimony to the Kurds 
and Iraqi Christians. The Kurdish MBBs 
and Christian background believers may 
also in turn encourage the community in 
mutually beneficial fellowship.
One of the activities I was involved in 
was sending Iraqi children with congeni­
tal heart defects to Israeli hospitals for 
heart surgery. A Christian charity organi­









Brothers Together) helps fund heart sur­
geries for Palestinian and other Middle 
Eastern children in Israel. My friends, 
who followed up with the project after 
my leaving, are in the process of sending 
some 20 Iraqi-Kurdish children for sur­
geries. Many of the families who travel 
through Amman, Jordan are hosted by a 
new Iraqi church, which recently sprung 
up among refuges fleeing the fighting 
in Iraq. This Iraqi refugee church offers 
hospitality and prayers for the families 
traveling with their sick children to the 
hospitals in Israel. In this work, I believe 
God has been using the whole church to 
communicate the gospel of reconcilia­
tion and show kindness in the name of 
'Isa—Jesus to a Muslim world. @
The Fuller student who wrote this article 
has chosen to remain anonymous, but he 
can be contacted through the SEMI. He is 
working on completing his second year in 
the SIS with an Islamic studies emphasis. 
He enjoys integrating the cultural knowl­
edge he gained in the Middle East with his 
study ofthe Scriptures, and plans to return 
to the Iraqi-Kurdistan for long-term min­
istry.
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H FULLER HAPPENINGS
We Want Your Blood! Together with the ASC, 
Huntington Memorial Hospital will host a blood 
drive on campus Tuesday, October 30, 10:00-4:30 
pm , Payton 101. Reservations: jackie.baca-geary@ 
nuntingtonhospital.com. See p. 9 for more info.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: CPE (Clinical 
Pastoral Education) Day. Wed, October31,11:00 
am — 1:00pm, Payton 101. Panel o f CPE Interns & 
Supervisors will present.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Thinking 
Theologically about Money. Wed., November 7, 
1:00 — 3:00 pm , Payton 101. Dr. Scott Cormode 
will present.
Office of Urban Initiatives Lecture: The Re­
duction of Gang Violence and the Elimination 
of Youth Homicides. Thurs., November 8, 6:30- 
8:00pm, Payton 101A. Pasadena has experienced 
a 70% reduction in gang-related murders. How­
ever, gang violence has flared up during the past 
several months. The lecture/discussion will focus 
on: improving the education o f young people; 
providing national and community service oppor­
tunities for youth, and awakening the moral and 
ethical compass within youth. Police Chief Ber-
nardMilking will present. Contact Sofia Herrera 
at 626.304.3753, or sofiaherrera@urban-initia- 
tives.org for more information.
Friday Night Music and Art at Coffee by the 
Books. November 9: Dan Drake (Solo Acoustic) 
November 16: Jaime and Joseph
If you would like to play in the future or have your 
art displayed on the walls, e-mail fridaynightmu- 
sic@gmail.com.
SOP Free Therapy. The School o f Psychology is 
offering free individual therapy to a limited num­
ber o f students and their family members on a 
first-come first-serve basis. Therapy is provided by 
supervised students earning a doctoral degree in 
clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship issues, 
life transitions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Duration 
o f therapy will be determined by need, limited 
only by the duration of the academic year. For 
more info, contact Fuller Psychological and Fam­
ily Services at 584.5555.
Vocational Chaplain. Don’t know where God is 
calling you? Want someone to talk to about your 
future? Career Services now has a Chaplain for
Vocational Discernment. Please contact Allison 
Ash at 626.396.6027 or chaplain.ash@mac.com 
for more information.
Installation of Dr. Marianne Meye Thompson 
into the George Eldon Ladd Chair o f New Testa­
ment in the School o f Theology Tues., March 11 
10:00-10:50 am. Installation of Dr. Scott Cor­
mode into the Hugh De Pree Chair o f Leadership 
Development in the School o f Theology Tues, M ay 
13, 10:00-10:50 am. First Congregational Church. 
Both events open to the public, no reservation 
required. Contact the School o f Theology Dean’s 
Office at 626.584.5300 or theology@fuller.edu.
SERVICES
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a 
Home Purchase or Refinance? Contact Fuller 
alum Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or other 
real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomber- 
lin at Sun Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Massage Therapy! Do you have someone to 
THANK for supporting you through school? Giv­
ing the gift of massage is a tangible way to express 
your appreciation. Massage also makes a great gift 
for yourself! Mention this ad for $10 off. Susan 
Young, nationally certified massage therapist and 
part of the Fuller community. 660.6856
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasa­
dena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 
1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Monday -  Friday, 
8 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member o f Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation 
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds of projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides multivar­
iate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statistical re­
sults explained in simple English! Assistance with 
statistical table creation and report write-up. Final 
oral defense preparation. Fuller 
community discounts. Call for 





Do You Need a Haircut? We 
have been serving the Fuller 
Community for almost 15 
years. You can walk to our shop.
Men’s haircuts $17, women 
with long hair is extra. We do 
kids too. Call New Image salon 
for an appointment: 584.9311.
607 E. Walnut St.
B R IN G IN G  P E O P L E  T O G E T H E R  TO  I
Saturdays
Starting October 27th 
6-8pm in the Catalyst
Thinking of Pursuing a Ca­
reer as a Professional Class­
room Teacher? Call Tim 
Brooks at Teacher Tutoring 
Services at 213.248.6343.
Job Opening for JV girls 
basketball coach @ Mara- 
nathaHigh school in Pasadena. 







40 copies no minimum 




Bind E-Files CD Copy
The Services section o f  the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individual.«: are 
personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type o f  service before contracting or using it. The SEMI 
and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f  the services listed.
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onday-Friday 8am-5p. IMS




10:00 am. to 6:00 pm.
All Books Are Further 
Discounted Off Marked Prices!
New Books, 10 % off 
Used Boks, 20 % off
^ sbo0 . We buy and sell new & used ^ ^ SM°0yt
/ \  Q  Biblical Studies, Church History, &  / \  73 
\  7 ^ 1  £  Ministry, Philosophy, and Theology % T ^ IT  7
Archives Bookshop "
1396 E. W ashington Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 797-4756
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